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1. Welcome to our first virtual meeting via Zoom! 
 
There were 71 registrants for the virtual meeting. Based on the TSG Chair’s occasional glancing 
at the Zoom screen, it appeared that actual participation in the meeting peaked at 53. 
 
TSG Chair requested that attendees please declare CA as their primary interest in the ASA 
membership directory or when renewing their membership. To qualify as a TC, at least two 
percent of all Society members must declare CA as their primary interest. (That would be about 
136 at this time.) 
 
2. Publications 
 
Chair noted that CA now has a full cadre of editors! 

• Kuangcheng Wu, Naval Surface Warfare Center (JASA CA Coordinating Editor) 
• John B. Fahnline, Pennsylvania State University (JASA) 
• Nail A. Gumerov, University of Maryland (JASA) 
• Ying-Tsong Lin, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (JASA) 
• Assad Oberai, University of Southern California (JASA) 
• Nickolas Vlahopoulos, University of Michigan (JASA and EL) 
• Keith Wilson, US Army ERDC (EL) 
• Matthew G. Blevins, US Army ERDC (POMA) 
• Amanda Hanford, Penn State Applied Research Laboratory (POMA) 

EiC reports that JASA impact factor is above 1.8 now. Trying to get it up to 2. Special issues and 
reviews have really helped. Many new special issues are being planned, including one on 
machine learning and COVID-19 related phenomena in acoustics. Other CA-related ideas for 
special issues are welcome. 
 
JASA Express Letters is splitting off into a separate publication and will have a new look. 
Manuscripts can now be 7 pages. It will become “gold” open access in Jan. 2021. 
 
Reflections is a new monthly feature. A “classic” article will be published for each TC/TSG, 
along with a 1-2 page historical perspective. Based on the feedback collected from the CA TSG 
members by the Chair, and discussions with the EiC, the article “Acoustical finite-difference 
time-domain simulation in a quasi-Cartesian grid” by D. Botteldooren (1994) was selected.   
 
5. ASA Outreach 
 
There is a new Society Civic Science Initiative https://www.societycivicscience.org/.  
ASA is still contributing to the International Year of Sound. Special event was to be held in 
Cancun, may be moved to Sydney meeting. More at acoustics.org.  
 
Consider contributing to Wikipedia. Editing Workshop was planned for Spring Chicago meeting 
– moved to December meeting. Sign into campaign when editing pages.  
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6. Opportunities of a lifetime! 

 
My tenure as CA TSG Chair will end at the Chicago Spring meeting. Nominees are needed for 
the next chairperson. Let’s continue to grow computational acoustics in the ASA! 
 
Jennifer Cooper has been serving as the CA representative at the Technical Program Organizing 
Meeting (TPOM). If anyone else is interested in doing this, please let Jennifer or me know. 
 
 
7. Technical Initiatives: 
 
Each TC has $5K for technical initiatives. How do we want to use ours? 

 
• Student/Young Presenter Paper Awards ($1000 total per Technical Committee per year). 

Ralph Muehleisen, Jennifer Cooper, and Laura Brill have volunteered to coordinate. 
Propose that the eligibility stated as follows: “for students and early career professionals 
who completed their final degree within the past 5 years.” [Note added following the 
meeting: The TSG Chair worked with Muehleisen and Cooper to get the desired wording, 
and sent Elaine Moran for inclusion in the Chicago program.] 

• Speaker Travel Funds ($3000 total per Technical Committee per year, max amount per 
person $1500). 

• $1000 other expenses in support of the TC. 
 
 
8. Meetings and Special Sessions: 

 
A task force for virtual meetings is being stood up, led by Andy Piacsek. The task force identify 
technologies appropriate to a couple main scenarios.  
 
Scenario 1: We actually do meet in Chicago.  
Scenario 2: Chicago cancelled outright.  
 
Questions for TCs: Do members already know about prohibitions to travel in December? If the 
meeting is largely virtual would you participate? Do you have any objection to participating in a 
“hybrid” meeting with some testing of virtual technologies? How can we use virtual technologies 
to make a better meeting? 
 
The TSG members were asked to respond to a virtual survey, the responses of which were 
collected by ASA. Sense of the TSG is that ASA is doing its best and handling the situation well. 
Although in the past there has been resistance to virtual presentations, it seems to be recognized 
that this will be necessary to some extent in the future. There are some concerns that once 
meetings start to become virtual, it will be harder to obtain permission to travel to meetings. 
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Cancun (Fall 2020), originally planned for 9-13 Nov 2020, has been cancelled 

 
 
Chicago (Fall 2020) 8-12 Dec 2020 (Runs Tues. – Sat.!) 
 
All sessions from the planned Spring 2020 meeting have been moved to the Fall meeting.  

  
[CA is also co-sponsoring AO session on “The effects of ocean dynamics and seabed complexity 
on the mid-frequency inverse problem,” BA sessions on “Fractional calculus models of 
compressional and shear waves for medical ultrasound”, “Modelling and Measuring Nonlinear 
Ultrasound Signals”, MU session on “Computational Phonogram Archiving”, PA session on 
“Acoustic wave propagation through polydisperse scatterers”, PP session on “Machine Learning 
Approaches to Understanding Auditory Processing and Perception,” and SP sessions on 
“Knowledge discovery and information representation for signal processing in acoustics” and 
“Machine Learning in Acoustics.”] 
 
Seattle (Spring 2021), 7-11 June 2021 
 
The ASA School was moved from Chicago to Seattle. Application process will be restarted from 
scratch. Early career category extended from 3 to 4 years. Should be a really nice location.  
 
Need to submit special session forms ASAP. What we have so far: 
J. Cooper and M. Swearingen, “Normal Modes Across Acoustics”. 
S. Martinelli and A. Wixom, “Verification and Validation”. 
J. Rouse and W. Aquino, "Emerging Methods for Design and Optimization in Computational 
Acoustics”. 
 
K. Riegel, R. Muehleisen, M. Farahikia, “Best Practices in Scientific Programming.” (Joint with 
Education.) Tips and tricks for using GitHub, creating unit tests, IDEs, creating user interfaces.  
 
[Note added by TSG Chair following the meeting: All of these sessions appear to be a go and 
were added to the planning document. Thanks much to the organizers!] 
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182nd Sydney, Australia (Fall 2021) 6-10 Dec 2021 
 
Still on track. Looks like a great venue. Time slots will be 20 min (15 min for actual talk). 
Meeting is being coordinated with WESPAC. The Down Under Fund for Students will support 
support 100 students, up to $1000 travel expenses apiece.  
 
Given the complexities of coordinating this meeting, it is important to lay the groundwork for 
coordinated sessions. Your tentative ideas are needed now. 
 
 
183rd Denver (Spring 2022) 23-27 May 2022 
 
International Conference on Theoretical and Computational Acoustics, to be held in Austin, 
TX, in summer 2021. Organized by M. Isakson and M. Ballard. 

 
9. Other matters arising 
 
R. Muehleisen encouraged CA to update its web page. The TSG Chair and K. Riegel have been 
trying to address this. M. Farahikia volunteered to help. Ralph suggested we choose a web 
master and forward the name to Dan Ferrell.  
 
Mark Langert, Student Council Rep., brought up a number of student-related issues. He 
encourages student members to access the Student Council web site, https://asastudents.org/. 
 

 


